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Premier Chou paid a call on the Secretary just after
he had arrived at the guest house, explaining upon arrival
that he wished to welcome the Secretary personally to
Shanghai.

After discussing the merits of different types of
tea, the Secretary told Premier Chou that he hoped for the
opportunity to meet with the Foreign Minister in third
countries. He traveled often and would welcome a chance
for contact whether it be at the UN, in Canada, or any
other mutually convenient place. He also said that he
would welcome an arrangement that would enable him to get
into direct telephone contact with the Foreign Minister.

The Premier asked the Foreign Minister whether he had
made any progress on this.

The Foreign Minister replied that he had not.

The Secretary said he marvelled at the Premier's
grasp of detail.

The Premier replied that he also paid attention to
broad issues as well.

The Secretary responded that one could not be effective
on broad issues unless one had mastered the details. If you
don't know the details you don't know how things work.

The Secretary then asked the Premier how he felt the
trip had gone so far and whether or not he had had a
reaction from the people within the PRC who had opposed it.

The Premier replied that he felt the trip had been
beneficial. From his channels he knew that there are still
some that do not understand the significance of the visit.
He had made very careful efforts to explain the significance
of the trip before the President came and was continuing
these efforts.

The Secretary asked the Premier whether there had been
wide TV and radio coverage of the visit.

The Premier answered there had been news coverage all
over the country. The PRC reads the world press very
carefully, the Premier continued. Two publications, a



restricted newspaper called Reference News with a
circulation of 5-6 million and a more tightly held daily
2-volume survey called Reference Materials carry daily
excerpts from the world press. Chairman-Mao is the most
careful reader of Reference Materials It was he who
spotted in Reference Materials the 1967 Foreign Affairs
article by Mr. Nixon which advocated closer ties with
the PRC, and pointed out its significance to us.
Though he did not approve of all President Nixon's
policies, of course, Chairman Mao voted for him in spirit
in 1968.

The Secretary remarked that the President might need
another such spiritual vote in 1972.

The Secretary said he wished to underscore the
President's statement to Premier Chou that controversy
equals news in the United States. There will be attacks
on the visit and adverse commentary, but these will
neither reflect US policy nor affect it.

Premier Chou said that he understood.

The Secretary told the Premier that Assistant
Secretary Marshall Green will be visiting several
countries after the visit to explain American policy. The
Secretary will be briefing Ambassadors and appearing
before Congress. It will be important to tell America's
allies and the elected representatives of the American
people that the United States stood up for its principles
during its visit to Peking.

Premier Chou commented that he had heard that the
Secretary had been very busy on the telephone the day
after the July 15 announcement. He said he understood
that the Secretary would have to discuss his policies
with others. He reiterated that the PRO is interested
gradually in normalizing its relationship with the US.


